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MEDICAL DEBT PROBLEMS AND 
SOLUTIONS DISCUSSED AT FORUM
On Wednesday, May 28, the Anti-Hunger 
Action Committee organized a meeting on 
medical debt in Salt Lake City.  Almost 40 
people were present, including two members 
of the Utah Legislature and one member of 
the Salt Lake City Council.

AHAC organized this forum because we had 
just finished interviewing over 700 food pan-
try clients and had learned that three out of 
four low income families have had a medi-
cal bill sent to a collection agency.  During 
the coming months AHAC members will be 
meeting with elected officials and candidates 
for office to talk about what they can do to 
make sure low income people are treated 
fairly when they cannot afford basic health-
care.

You can get a copy of our survey results by 
contacting  Bill Tibbitts at 364-7765.

The Anti-Hunger Advocate is a monthly 
newsletter of the Anti-Hunger Action 
Committee.

Our Mission: The Anti-Hunger Action Commit-
tee is a membership organization for food pantry 
clients and their friends that organizes low income 
people to take action on poverty issues, educates 
low income people about available resources and 
provides opportunities to become more involved in 
the community.

Submissions: To submit an item 
to the newsletter, contact us at: 
bill@crossroads-u-c.org or 364-7765.

Medicaid Budget Hearing 

June 19, 2008
Cannon Health Building

288 N 1460 W
Room 125

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

This hearing is your chance to ask the 
Department of Health to make Med-
icaid Dental Services a top priority in 
next year’s budget!
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HEALTHCARE ACTION STEP FOR JUNE 2008

ASK THE CHAIRS OF THE LEGISLATIVE HEALTHCARE REFORM 
TASK FORCE TO SUPPORT LEGISLATION REQUIRING HOSPITALS 

TO FOLLOW FAIR BILLING PRACTICES:
Hospitals charge people without insurance up to 250% more than what they charge people with 
insurance for the same care.  Low income people are more likely to be uninsured and so this issue 
impacts them more than others.  A study conducted by the Anti-Hunger Action Committee shows 
that 64 percent of low income Utah families have  received a call from a collection agency about a 
hospital bill.  Other states have bills requiring hospitals to treat uninsured low income people more 
fairly than in Utah.  A legislative task force is meeting this summer to reform Utah’s healthcare sys-
tem.  Please contact the two leaders of this task force and ask them to study legislation dealing with 
fair hospital billing practices at the Health System Reform Task Force meeting for July.  The two 
leaders are:

Representative David Clark:  dclark@utah.gov

Senator Sheldon Killpack:  skillpack@utahsenate.org

To get a “Basic healthcare is not a luxury 
bumper sticker, refrigerator magnet or 
button call AHAC at 364-7765.

UTAH POVERTY PARTNERSHIP 
Summer Barbecue

Wednesday, July 9, 6 PM
Liberty Park

Come talk to elected officials 
about healthcare, hunger, 
housing and other poverty 
issues.  

Meet other people and groups 
working on these issues.

Free.  Everyone is invited.

For more information about this event 
contact Bill Tibbitts at 364-7765 ex 131 

or: bill@crossroads-u-c.org

Good Luck, Adam!
At the end of  this month 
Adam Burgett will be leav-
ing Utah to go to divinity 
school at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity.  For the past two 
years Adam has helped 
with AHAC’s work through 
the US-2 mission program 
AHAC members are invited to a gathering to wish Adam 
good luck in his studies on Tuesday, June 24, at 5 PM at 
Crossroads Urban Center.


