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In the middle of February leaders of the

Utah Legislature decided that they were

going to cut vision and dental benefits

from the   Medicaid budget.  Members

of AHAC and other community groups

did everything they could to change

legislators minds but they decided to

throw morality and basic decency out the

window and cut those important services

anyway.

What this means is that Medicaid

recipients will not be able to go to the

dentist or obtain new eyeglasses after

June 30.  If you or someone you know is

on Medicaid and have not gone to the

dentist or obtained new glasses this year

then you should set up an appointment

today!  Your eyes and teeth are too

important to not get treatment during the

short time left when we are certain they

will be funded.

IF YOU ARE ON MEDICAID

GO TO THE DENTIST AND

EYE DOCTOR TODAY!

IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO SAVE
VISION AND DENTAL BENEFITS!!

It is important for everyone who cares about this issue to call the
Governor’s Office and say, “Please ask Governor Huntsman to put
Medicaid vision and dental funding on the agenda for the next     special
session.”  It is also important to call legislative leaders and let them
know you are disappointed that vision and dental benefits were cut
from the budget.  Please make three telephone calls this month to
preserve people’s teeth and vision!

Governor Huntsman:  538-1000
Speaker of the House, Rep. Greg Curtis:  942-7464
Budget committee chair, Rep. Ron Bigelow:  968-4188

AHAC ISSUES AT THE CAPITOL

Legislators cut vision and dental benefits from
the Medicaid  budget, even though they had a
$1.17 billion budget surplus.  Bills to raise
the minimum wage and require transit agen-
cies to help food stamp recipients find work
did not get out of committee.  One positive
step taken this year was the elimination of
about 30 percent of the sales tax on food
people buy at the grocery store.

AHAC members protesting, testifying and talking to the press.



The Anti-Hunger Advocate is a monthly newsletter of the Anti-Hunger Action Committee (AHAC).

Our Mission: The Anti-Hunger Action Committee is a membership organization composed of and led by

food pantry clients and their friends.

-We unite many different kinds of people served by food pantries in order to increase community

involvement of low income Utahns.

- We educate Salt Lake County residents about available resources and issues facing food pantry clients.

- We organize food pantry clients and their friends to take action on their own behalf.

- We promote solutions to problems that cause hunger and poverty in the lives of our members.

Our Supporters: AHAC receives funding from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, the United

Methodist Church’s Domestic Hunger and Poverty Program, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Hunger Grant Program, the United Church of Christ Hunger Action Fund, MAZON: A Jewish Response to

Hunger and the Crossroads Urban Center.

Submissions: To submit an item to the newsletter, please contact AHAC at Crossroads Urban Center,

364-7765.

Previous issues of the newsletter are available either at Crossroads, or on-line at: www.crossroads-u-c.org

March  by Joey Lee

Forward
          Go,
Help others
Is what we know.
Care for you,
A someone you
Are.
Do not let any say
You are not a star.

IS IT YOUR TURN
TO BE A LEADER?
On Thursday, March 16, at  5:30 PM
the   Anti-Hunger Action Committee
will hold its Annual Meeting.  This
meeting is your opportunity to help
decide which issues AHAC should
work on during the coming year.  It is
also your opportunity to help    decide
who will be the AHAC’s  leaders for
the coming year..  Would you like to be
one of those leaders?  For more
information about the annual meeting
call Bill Tibbitts at 364-7765 ex 131.

You are invited  to the Annual Meeting of

the Anti-Hunger Action Committee
Thursday, March 16 at 5:30 PM

at Crossroads Urban Center
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